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THE SOURCE MATERIAL 
         

            EARLY ORIGINS 
 
The first written record of a story that may be 
recognized as Rapunzel is the 1634 Neopolitan 
tale, Petroninsella, by Giammbaptiste Basile.   
In 1697, Charlotte-Rose de Caumont de La 
Force published a variation of the story, Persinette, 
while confined to an abbey due to perceived 
misconduct during service in the court of Louis XIV. 
This version of the story includes almost all elements 
that were found in later versions by the Grimm 
Brothers.  
Persinette was translated into German by Friedrich 
Schulz and appeared in 1790 in Kleine Romane (Little 
Novels). Schulz's translation changed the plant and 
the maiden's name to Rapunzel. 
 

RAPUNZEL IN THE BROTHERS GRIMM 
FAIRYTALES 

The Brothers Grimm first published their version of 
“The Maiden in the Tower” tale in 1812, retelling La 

Force’s Persinette.  They used the German version of the heroine’s name, Rapunzel, which 
means “field lettuce.” 
 
Synopsis of Brothers Grimm Version 
A lonely couple, who long for a child, live next to a large, extensive, high-walled subsistence 
garden, belonging to a sorceress. The wife, experiencing pregnancy cravings, longs for 
the rapunzel that she sees growing in the garden (rapunzel is a type of field lettuce). She 
refuses to eat anything else and begins to waste away. Her husband fears for her life; one 
night he breaks into the garden to get some for her. When he returns, she makes a salad out 
of it and eats it, but she longs for more so her husband returns to the garden to retrieve some 
more. As he scales the wall to leave, the sorceress catches him and accuses him of theft. He 
begs for mercy, and she agrees to be lenient, allowing him to take all the rapunzel he wants on 
condition that the baby be given to her when it's born. Desperate, he agrees. 
When the wife has a baby girl, the sorceress, Dame Gothel, claims her as her own and names 
her "Rapunzel" after the plant her mother craved.  She grows up to be a beautiful child with 
long golden hair. When she turns twelve, the sorceress locks her up in a tower in the middle of 
the woods, with neither stairs nor a door, and only one room and one window. In order to visit 
her, the sorceress stands at the bottom of the tower and calls out: 
Rapunzel!  Rapunzel!   Let down your hair  That I may climb thy golden stair!  
One day, a prince rides through the forest and hears Rapunzel singing from the tower. 
Entranced by her ethereal voice, he searches for her and discovers the tower, but is unable to 

 



 4 
enter it. He returns often, listening to her beautiful singing.  Then one day, he sees the 
sorceress visit her and learns how to gain access. When the sorceress leaves, he bids 
Rapunzel to let her hair down. When she does so, he climbs up, and they fall in love. He 
eventually asks her to marry him, and she agrees. 
Together they plan a means of escape, wherein he will come each night (thus avoiding the 
sorceress who visits her by day) and bring Rapunzel a piece of silk that she will gradually 
weave into a ladder. Before the plan can come to fruition, however, she has sexual 
intercourse with him. In the first edition (1812) commonly known in English as Grimms' Fairy 
Tales, she innocently says that her dress is growing tight around her waist, hinting 
at pregnancy. In later editions, she asks the sorceress in a moment of forgetfulness, why it is 
easier for her to draw up the prince than her. In anger, the sorceress cuts off her hair and casts 
her out into the wilderness to fend for herself. 
When the prince calls that night, the sorceress lets the severed hair down to haul him up. To 
his horror, he finds himself meeting her instead of Rapunzel, who is nowhere to be found. After 
Dame Gothel tells him in a rage that he will never see Rapunzel again, he leaps or falls from 
the tower and lands in a thorn bush. Although it breaks his fall and saves his life, it scratches 
his eyes and blinds him. 
For years, he wanders through the wastelands of the country and eventually comes to the 
wilderness where Rapunzel now lives with the twins to whom she has given birth, a boy and 
girl. One day, as she sings, he hears her voice again, and they are reunited. When they fall 
into each other's arms, her tears fall into his eyes and immediately restore his sight. He leads 
her and their twins to his kingdom where they live happily ever after.  
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The ROBIN & CLARK version 

 
SYNOPSIS of ROBIN & CLARK MUSICAL VERSION 

 
In Marc Robin & Curt Dale Clark’s version, Rapunzel is not a damsel 
in distress, but a young woman coming to terms with her fears,  her 
destiny, and her desire to be treated equally. 
 
The play opens with Destiny, Harmony, and Commentary, three 
Storytellers who act as a kind of Greek Chorus.  They engage the 
audience and introduce the tale with a song, Rapunzel, about a girl in 
a tower with beautiful long hair.  They poke fun at the name which 
means “lettuce.”  They tell how Rapunzel (whose real name was 
Danae) and her cousin Andreas played together as children, but were 
warned by their elders never to venture into the Enchanted Forest that 
lay just beyond the gates of their kingdom because wicked witches 
lived there.  When Rapunzel was five years old her father 

mysteriously died, but not before he had changed the law to make his daughter the heir to the 
throne rather than his brother Stefan. The decree stated that Stefan would rule only if 
Rapunzel were unable. On Rapunzel’s sixth birthday, she vanished, and frantic efforts to find 
her were of no avail.  Stefan, therefore, declared himself King, with the stipulation that if 
Rapunzel came back before her eighteenth birthday, she would be reinstated as ruler.  
 
The action shifts ahead twelve years, as Stefan is preparing to celebrate his official coronation 
and the eighteenth birthday of his son, Andreas.  King Stefan sings of his desire for power and 
gloats that in twenty-four hours, it will be his. He speaks disparagingly about his wife, whom he 
calls “useless like all women.” Andreas and Commentary come to her defense and blame 
society for the way women are held to be “inferior.”  The Storytellers suggests that Andreas 
can change all those rules when he eventually becomes King, but Andreas says he has no 
desire to rule and that the kingdom rightfully belongs to Rapunzel.  He launches into his song, 
Anonymity, asserting he just wants the freedom to be himself.  The trio of Storytellers urges 
Andreas to search for Rapunzel, but Andreas says it’s hopeless. 
 
Just at that very moment a Dove flies in and drops a note which reads “Go to the Enchanted 
Forest.” Andreas rushes off in search of his cousin, as Commentary, Destiny, and Harmony 
describe the five-story tower with one window and no doors, where Rapunzel has been kept.  
The scene changes to discover the heroine singing her first song, Great Things, in which she 
explains the reasons she sings and how she believes her future holds great things.  Andreas 
arrives at the tower at the very moment that a woman does.  This woman – actually Guardian - 
calls for Rapunzel to let down her hair and climbs the tresses to gain access to the tower. She 
brings her charge food and recounts the promise of the magic: that at sunrise on Rapunzel’s 
eighteenth birthday, the spell can be broken.  They sing a tender duet, Soon,  in which 
Rapunzel declares she feels ready to take on the world, and Guardian insists she is protecting 
her charge. 
 
The scene shifts back to the Palace where Stefan is making arrangements for the coronation 
with his Head of Household, who turns out to be none other than Guardian in another guise.  
Guardian lies that he has brought Rapunzel to the Sanderson Sisters, witches who need the 
souls of children to survive, and the witches, in turn, have promised to protect Stefan.  But this 
news is interrupted by word that Andreas has renounced his eventual rights to the throne and 

 



 6 
run away into the Enchanted Forest.  Though he is being urged by the Storytellers to ascend 
the tower, he is timid and reluctant.  Guardian arrives on the scene and chants the magic 
refrain, “Rapunzel, Rapunzel, strong, reliant, and fair, Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down your hair.”  
He engages the audience in singing the refrain.  Rapunzel lets down her hair and Andreas 
climbs up.  She is startled and angry until he tells her who he is and how he is trying to escape 
his destiny.  They joyfully recognize each other as childhood friends and cousins. Rapunzel 
fills him in on how Guardian brought her to the tower when she was six for “safekeeping.”  
Asked why she never tried to escape, Rapunzel replies that she is afraid of heights.  In the 
touching duet, Together, she tells Andreas she doesn’t want to be rescued; she just wants his 
support as they go together to confront the King. Andreas says he will be beside her and 
together they can conquer their fears. Just then Guardian reveals that there is actually a 
hidden door.  
 
King Stefan bursts in.  He confronts Guardian, who explains how he engineered Rapunzel’s 
protection all these years by striking a bargain with the Sanderson Sisters, who in solidarity 
with the women of the kingdom preserved Rapunzel’s heritage and safety.  Furious, King 
Stefan threatens Rapunzel, but she imperiously raises her hand and announces she is 
prepared to fight back against this “toxically masculine dictator.” A comic melée ensues, but 
during the brawl, Stefan manages to cut Rapunzel’s hair to shoulder length. First shocked, 
Rapunzel realizes it is the first step in her new freedom.  Andreas prevents his father from 
harming Rapunzel, as he declares that he doesn’t want power, only love and family. 
 
Suddenly Isabella, Stefan’s mistreated wife, appears with the Dove.  She praises Andreas for 
the kind, gentle human being he has become and Rapunzel for her strength and credits a 
“village” of women for having the vision to make sure things turned out well. 
 
The scene shifts to the coronation celebration, as Rapunzel sings Coronation. She forgives her 
Uncle Stefan and asks everyone to join in celebrating Andreas’ birthday.  The company all join 
in a reprise of Together. 
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THE CHARACTERS 
 
Rapunzel – A strong-willed eighteen-year-old princess and rightful heir to the throne, who is 
nobody’s “damsel in distress” 

King Stefan – A power-driven, cunning, and deceitful man determined to keep his title and 
privilege 

Prince Andreas – A somewhat timid but kind boy of eighteen, who yearns to have a quiet and 
anonymous life 

Guardian – Kind, strong, and caring; she takes on several roles in the story, as she helps 
protect and raise Rapunzel 

Commentary – One of the three Storytellers, outspoken, inquisitive, brash, and blunt, 
preferably cast as a woman 

Destiny- The second Storyteller, persistent, informative, and clear; she doubles as Queen 
Isabella, Stefan’s wife and Andreas’ mother in the final scene, preferably cast as a woman 

Harmony-Third of the Storytellers, the peacekeeper in the group, preferably cast as a male 
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THE SONGS  
 
Rapunzel      Three Storytellers 
 
Power              King Stefan 
 
Anonymity                Prince Andreas & Storytellers 
 
Great Things      Rapunzel 
 
Soon       Guardian, Rapunzel 
 
Together      Rapunzel & Prince Andreas 
 
Coronation      Rapunzel 
 
Together (reprise)     Rapunzel, Prince Andreas, & Company 
 
  
  
 
 
THE THEMES   

 
Robin & Clark’s Rapunzel turns the  iconic fairytale damsel 
in distress trope on its head.  The heroine, Rapunzel, is a 
spunky, confident young woman who is able to confront 
her fear of heights and to step forward to claim her rightful 
destiny.  She does not need or want a man to rescue her, 
but rather to be her companion and friend, a role for which 
the gentle Andreas is perfectly suited. 
 
Many of the symbols from the Grimms’ version are 
retained, but again, with different meanings.  The witches 
here are a sisterhood of women looking out for other 
women and defending them against toxic males. The 
tower is a psychological barrier that protects and confines 
Rapunzel until she is ready for her destiny.  Even the 
famous golden tresses turn out to be a burden that the 

heroine feels liberated from when Stefan shears them off.   
 
This version speaks loudly and clearly against misogyny (male hatred of women) and argues 
for a society with gender parity (equality) and strong ties of supportive family and friends.  And, 
as in most Robin & Clark versions, forgiveness – rather than the Brothers Grimm dark 
retribution – prevails at the end.  
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THE CREATORS 

 

 
 
Marc Robin and Curt Dale Clark are the creators of this new musical version of Rapunzel, which 
just had its world premiere in March at the Fulton Theatre in Lancaster, PA. Together they have 
written the book (or story and dialogue), the music, and the lyrics of the songs for a total of 
sixteen musicals. Marc Robin is also a well known theatre director and choreographer, actor, 
dancer, and singer and now heads up the Fulton Theatre in Lancaster, PA. Curt Dale Clark is 
an actor, singer, dancer, and director, and with his managing partner, Stephanie Dupal, he is 
Artistic Director of Maine State Music Theatre in Brunswick. Marc and Curt believe that it is very 
important to introduce young audiences like you to live theatre because these shows open a 
whole world of imagination and creativity.  They hope you will enjoy this production of Rapunzel 
and come to Maine State Music Theatre in the summer to see another Theatre for Young 
Audiences performance with all the costumes, lights, and beautiful sets, the dancing and the 
music, performed by fantastic actors and musicians. 
 
 

OTHER MUSICALS  by  ROBIN & CLARK 
 

For Young Audiences     Full-Length Musicals 
Aladdin    Treasure Island: A Musical Adventure 
Alice in Wonderland     
Beauty and the Beast    Sarah (in the works) 
A Christmas Carol 
Cinderella 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
The Little Mermaid 
The Nutcracker 
Peter Pan 
The Princess and the Pea 
Rapunzel 
Sleeping Beauty 
Snow White 
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas 
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LINKS & MEDIA 

 
If you want to learn more about Rapunzel in its many other theatrical forms, here is a list of 
reading and internet resources you can check out: 
 
 

ON THE WEB 
 

About the Brothers Grimm Version 
https://sites.pitt.edu/~dash/grimm012.html   The full text of the story online 
 
https://youtu.be/Q0st8tXQ3fI   You Tube audio book version of the story 
 
 
Movies and Television 
Clips from Disney movie, Tangled: Rapunzel and Prince 
         https://youtu.be/5KsVamgPkOE 
 
Cartoon Version of Rapunzel 
         https://youtu.be/oTEOvl0pHBk 
 
2010 Disney Movie, Tangled, on DVD (for purchase) 
  https://www.amazon.com/Tangled-Mandy-
Moore/dp/B004G600A4/ref=sr_1_3?crid=21HGDDRRR6GKT&keywords=dvd+tangled&qid=16
75861080&sprefix=dvd+tangled%2Caps%2C88&sr=8-3 
 
 
Other Resources 
Collection of Free Coloring Pages from Rapunzel Story 
      http://clipart-library.com/rapunzel-pictures-to-color.html 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 11 
ACTIVITIES 

Tell the Performers What You Think 
 

 
 

 
THE SHOW 
 

1. If you have read the Brothers Grimm version of Rapunzel or seen the Disney 
movie, Tangled, how is this musical version different? 

 
2. Who is your favorite character in the musical and why? 

 
3. What is your favorite scene or song? 

 
 

THE THEMES 
 

4. Who helps Rapunzel to grow into a lovely, confident princess, ready to embrace 
her role as Queen? 

 
5. What does this version say about the roles of women in our society? 

 
6. How do the three Storytellers help the plot? 

 
7. Do you think Rapunzel and Andreas would make a good pair? Why or why not? 

 
8. What do you think about Rapunzel’s forgiveness of King Stefan?  Would you have 

done the same? Why or why not? 
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WORD GAMES # 1 
 
Find the names of the characters in the musical version hidden in this set of letters.  The name 
may be spelled from horizontally (left to right or right to left) or vertically (downward or upward) 
or diagonally (in either direction. Circle the names and check them off on the list below: 
 

RAPUNZEL   KING STEFAN  ANDREAS  GUARDIAN  COMMENTARY  DESTINY  
HARMONY 

 
 
 

W Y U K L S V M N A Q D 
E C R T H J S X C D Z E 
V O B N O F P L I O X S 
B M Q S T Y E S S Y G T 
M M V D V Z X J A Q U I 
A E K I N G S T E F A N 
F N I U M A K M R T R Y 
E T P R L C G L D S D M 
H A R M O N Y G N J I L 
R R O B Y J B H A C A T 
E Y U K A S V Q I K N Y 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

WORD GAMES # 2 
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Using the clues below, fill out this crossword puzzle.  The answers are all related to the 
Rapunzel theme. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   1 2              

 
 

          3        

 
 

    4              

 
 

                  

 
 

8            6  9    

 
 

         5         

 
 

7                  

 
 

                  

 
 

                  

 
 

                  

 
 

              10    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Across       Down 
1. Authors of the original fairytale, Brothers __________    2. Heroine’s name 
4.  Heroine’s cousin & friend in this musical      3. Name of Disney movie on this theme 
5.   Color of the heroine’s hair     6. Fairytales usually begin ___ upon a time 
7.  __________ Witch in original story      8. Heroine is locked in a ________ 
10. What does heroine do to pass the time?           9.  In musical heroine is afraid of ___ 

 
 

 
 
 

LET’S DRAW AND WRITE 
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1. The musical version you saw of Rapunzel changes the characters and outcome from 
the traditional version.  Choose another fairytale you know and write your own updated 
version with changes to characters and to the plot. 

 
2. Draw a picture of Rapunzel as you imagine her.  

 
3. Color the drawing from Rapunzel, which you will find on the last page of this booklet.  

You can make it as fantastical as you like. 
 

 
 
 
We want to see what you create, so send us your stories and art work. We will post some of 
the pictures and writing on MSMT’s Facebook page.  
 
Here’s how to send: 

• Mail them to Ally Collins at Maine State Music Theatre, 22 Elm St., Brunswick, ME 
04011 or 

• Email your writing or a picture of your drawing to Ally at artsadmin@msmt.org 
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COME SEE MSMT’S THREE LITTLE PIGS.  and 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND 
 
If you enjoyed this program, why not buy tickets to see another Theatre for Young Audiences 
performance?   You can call the box office at 207-725-8769 or visit online at 
www.msmt.org or in person at 22 Elm St., Brunswick, ME. 
 

 
 

July 24, 2023 

Take three little superstar Piglets, their devoted single-parent Mum, a misunderstood Big Bad 
Wolf and you’ve got the perfect “Great Big Little Broadway Show” for young audiences. Filled 
with humor, this very curly musical tale will have you squealing with glee and howling with 
laughter as the Three Little Pigs set about defeating the Big Bad Wolf. 

Book, Music & Lyrics by GEORGE STILES & ANTHONY DREWE  

 

 

August 21, 2023 

Welcome to Wonderland ere everything is curiouser and curiouser! This fun-loving musical by 
Marc Robin and Curt Dale Clark brings Lewis Carroll’s beloved classic to life as Alice journeys 
into a world of talking animals, the Mad Hatter’s frantic tea party, the watch-carrying White 
Rabbit, and a trial headed by The Queen of Hearts during which Alice finds herself the 
accused. This is a modern spin to an old classic, where nonsense makes quite good sense. 

Book, Music, & Lyrics  by MARC ROBIN & CURT DALE CLARK 
 

 
SEND US YOUR COMMENTS 
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Let us know what you thought of this program by filling out the survey below and returning it to 
Ally Collins at Maine State Music Theatre, 22 Elm St., Brunswick, ME 04011 or by replying 
in an email to Ally at artsadmin@msmt.org. We hope to be able to continue to bring you similar 
programs, so your thoughts and comments are very important to us!  Thanks for taking the 
time! 
 
 
FOR CHILDREN 
 

1. On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 being highest), how entertaining did you find RAPUNZEL? 
2. What did you like best about the presentation? 
3. Who was your favorite character? 
4. What was your favorite song? 
5. What is the most important lesson you took away from the story and this program? 
6. Did the program make you want to be in a play yourself? 

 
 
FOR ADULTS 
 

1. On a scale of 1 to 10 (10 being highest), how entertaining and educational did you 
find RAPUNZEL? 

2. What did you like best about the presentation?  
3. What is the most important lesson your child took away from this musical? 
4. Did the program make you want to bring your child(ren) to the Young Audiences 

productions this summer? 
5. What other children’s stories and musicals would you like to explore in future 

programs?  
6. How useful were the printed materials for your child? 
7. Please offer us any other suggestions or thoughts you may have. 

 
 
 
 
 
NAME:      AGE: (optional) 
 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION (optional) 
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